CHAPTER  XXXII

COW PROTECTION

The central fact of Hinduism is cow protection. Cow
protection to me is one of the most wonderful phenomena
in human evolution. It takes the human being beyond
his species. The cow to me means the entire sub-human
world- Man through the cow is enjoined to realize his
identity with all that lives. Why the cow was selected
for apotheosis is obvious to me. The cow was in India
the best companion. She was the giver of plenty. Not
only did she give milk, but she also made agriculture
possible. The cow is a poem of pity. One reads pity
in the gentle animal. She is the mother to millions of
Indian mankind. Protection of the cow means protec-
tion of the whole dumb creation of God. The ancient
seer, whoever he was, began with the cow. The appeal
of the lower order of creation is all the more forcible
because it is speechless. Cow protection is the gift of
Hinduism to the world. And Hinduism will live so long
as there are Hindus to protect the cow. . . .

Hindus will be judged not by their tilaks, not by the
correct chanting of mantras, not by their pilgrimages,
not by their most punctilious observances of caste rules
but their ability to protect the cow*
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Mother cow is in many ways better than the mother
who gave us birth. Our mother gives us milk for a couple
of years and then expects us to serve her when we grow
up. Mother cow expects from us nothing but grass and
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